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Celebrate the Season By Serving

With some guidance and encouragement, your teenagers can transform Chrisfy
from a time of receiving into a time of giving and serving. Winter break is an id s E‘i . &
opportunity for young people to donate some time and talents to other people. g\‘ { %mﬁ

Many high school students now have to perform community service to meet g
requirements. But that shouldndt be
to help others. I nstead, serving i s@
gives us.

Youthgroup service projects and summer mission trips are tremendous times ¢
and giving. Kids can reap the same benefits all year, however, by stepping out
faith to be Jesusd hands and feet t

side and work with their hands can help elderly neighbors with snow removal
other chores. Young people who are comfortable sharing their faith can assist
your churchds Christmas program or

Even better, look for ways you can volunteer together as a family. Start a new Christmas tradition this year by puttin
faith into action through serving.

Teenagers become more like Christ when they shi|ft
their focus to other peopl e : or
Eric Bryant, writing inGroup Magazineffers these
insights into raising kids with servant hearts:

Expect more from your kidsStop praying only for
minor behavioral changes; instead, share with
teenagers the urgency 0 go and
make disciples. Group Magazinsurveyed more than 23,000 Christian kids whg

: . _ attended a summer wor kcamp.
Encourage kids to commit to a caugddaving a line: o0Service to others has

cause creates community -tinsformation, and
Christlikeness. After teenagers overcome any ni‘ﬂ Made me feel closer to God. (82%)
tial reluctance, their lives will never be the same.

Be a role modelServing and faitisharing should be| T Made me feel better about who I am. (80%)
0do as | dodé6 activiti

fouroneone

es.

1 Created new and valuable friendships in my life. (74%)

Help willing faith-sharers find receptive hearers.
Some of your kidso frjife maeased@myeompdsHoa forypeoplimpreddi (y)C i n
brokenness and pain. Encourage your teenagers

to invite those people to church events. f  Made me more likely to serve others in everyday life. (699

Recognize your young evangelistService brings it$
own rewards, but kids also are encouraged
when they hear that |what they®&re doing matters.
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Great Questions...
to Ask

Use these questions to ask your-
self, your spouse, or even as a
conversation tool with your teen.

1. When you hear the word
OChristmas, 6 what
Do you tend to think about yourself or
others right away, and why?

2. How would Christmas be different
this year if we exchanged no gifts? Dq
you enjoy giving as much as (or more
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PRAY THAT: |

Your teenagers will
came to eagf to

lence joy and peace this Chnstmas knowmd that Jesu
rtheir sins! !

Your teenagers will pla
giving of themselve

H
less emp)tsis on receiving gifts a e emphasis @

God will ope oJrs for JOUF teenagers to serve other peopl

)
| T vesod

nagetrs
' Rith with pebple wio need Jesus. '

eaningful wayj

will begpchang

than) you enjoy receiving? Explain.

3. Are you excited or intimidated by
the idea of volunteering? What would
be your ideal service project, and
why?

4. What are some ways you would
like us to start serving together as a
family?

\/erSE&F THE MONTH...

0And the King will say, 61 t
least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to
me! 66 (Matthew 25:40)
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Our relationship with Jesus is directly connected to our treatment of his ch

Everything we do to show concern for our fellow humans is done to him as
So itdéds impossible to truly | ove
We cand6t stand back and hope some

sick. Instead, we should pray for compassionate hearts and opportunities
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reach out. By serving, we follow
for our sins.
Going Deeper
Jesus commands his followers to 0godé and serve othgr

writes about the amazing things that happen when young Christians leave their comfort zones to impact others witl

Godods | ove:

1 Service encourages young people to be salt and ligkids share their Christian faith with people by demonstrating
bl e

1 Service takes kids out of their comfort zonéhis forceteenagers to rely more directly on Godind helps them grow

Godds | ove in practical, tangi

closer to him in the process.

1 Service makes people in need become real and hum@eenagers gain a greater sense of value for every life, as

well as sensitivity to how God can use them to touch others with his love.
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ways.

1 Service becomes a habiVhen teenagers help others, they establish a lifestyle of service that often carries over into

adulthood.

1 Service makes kids appreciate how fortunate they arelping others in need puts life into perspective and makes Kids

count their many blessings.

1 Service builds a wide range of life skillsSTeenagers learn toler-
ance, accountability, good citizenship, compassion, friendliness
ceptance, sel€ontrol, determination, endurance, and dependabi

71 Service creates a hungerforGod.i ds who ser ve =

better.







